
April 22, 2013 
Nothing Just Happens   

*Added “PS” at conclusion of this posting 4/22/13 9:53 AM 

I’ve said that many, many times. We always act ‘surprised’ when man-made 
tragedies strike.  They didn’t just “happen”, a thousand things led up to them.  

That Fertilizer plant blowing up like it did, was not an ‘accident’. It was willful and 
sustained greed.  They had over 1700 times the amount of explosive Ammonia 
liquid on store as they were allowed to have by all the safety regulations.  

But we’ve been gutting government in the name of ‘Free Market’, for decades. 
Cutting budgets to the very departments that keep us safe.  Allowing companies 
to ‘self-inspect’ as if they would never do anything like cut corners on safety to 
make a few thousand more dollars in their pockets.  

And then we blame government for ‘not doing their job’ when it blows up. Worse, 
they will get a tax write off for their ‘property’ loss in all of this.  They will also get a 
tax write-off on all the lawyers they pay and all the court cases they lose and all 
the survivors they have to pay off.  Tax write-offs. Free Market. ‘Small 
Government’.   

Government, when it is functioning the way it is supposed to, stands between all 
of us little people, and the reckless greed of large corporations who only desire 
more and more money, while paying less and less for their workers, creating more 
and more dangerous environments.  

Pipelines rupture and destroy neighborhoods because they were ‘self-inspected’. 
Our waterways, wetlands, and the air we breathe, ruined for generations to come 
just so no pesky regulations came between some fat cats and their pursuit of the 
almighty dollar.  

They are not ‘job creators’, they are destroyers of our way of life.  Consumers 
create the demand for products, and consumers are the Job Creators. That’s you 
and me. We buy the appliances, electronics, vehicles, homes, food and supplies. 
We do that, when we can afford, because of fair wages, a decent standard of 
living.  

We have got to stop cutting our own throats and chanting the slogans of greed. 
We have got to start looking out for each other, because we are all we have in this 
world.  

“We”, means all of us. Not just your buddies at your job, or in your neighborhood. 
But all of us. This thing only works when we know we can take care of ourselves 
and that others are watching out for us, and we for them, so that we can, all of us, 
be safer in our homes, where we work, where we go to school and where we 
travel in this Great Nation of ours.  
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We can’t just look at a person who is failing and blame them. We cannot assume 
we know what they have been through or why their mistakes were so devastating. 
We don’t know what was done to them in their lives that made it so hard for them 
to survive, find opportunities.   

We have to start caring. It has to matter to all of us. Because the more we think 
that we are every man for himself, the more we disconnect from our greatest 
strength in this life: “Unity”.  

The more we buy into bigotry or racism, the more we isolate ourselves from 
knowing what has happened, and we leave ourselves deliberately blinded to what 
is to come.  Then, we are all shocked and “surprised”. 

A fertilizer bomb took down the Alfred P Murrah building in 1995. It was a rented 
truck full of fertilizer, parked next to the building. It was that powerful.  Now, look 
at the size of that fertilizer plant. It was 500x or more, bigger than that rented 
truck.  

That was always a bomb waiting for the circumstances of greed, one too many cut 
corners on safety, waiting to blow up. And what was a stone’s throw away? A 
school, an Old Folks home, apartments… who allowed for those things to be built 
so close to a bomb?  The ‘FREE Market’.   

Free Market means no regulations to slow down profit taking. It doesn’t mean 
more jobs. It doesn’t mean good paying jobs. It means profits without restraint or 
fairness.  

Stop and think. When some politician tells you they are for “Small Government” 
that is what they are for. Not for you. Not for me. Not for our children. Not for the 
good of our country, but for profits without restraint.  

There will be more man-made tragedies. That Keystone Pipeline is the darling of 
so many bought and paid for politicians… don’t worry about the spills. They have 
‘state of the art technology’ they say, to deal with any of that… besides, it will 
never happen because… they say so.  

Pipelines are spilling more than 6 times a month and it takes months to clean up 
each spill to where it looks right. But it never is right again. Mayfield, Arkansas will 
never be cleaned up.  The Exxon Valdez mess was never cleaned up. They made 
it look better, but it’s still poisoning the waters, the fish, the animals and the 
people who depend on them to live.  

That ‘cutting edge’ technology they assure us is there if we need it? Paper 
Towels. Trust me, if they had ‘cutting edge’ technology, they would have used it 
on the other spills. All they have is paper towels and worthless booms.  

They want you to think there are jobs in this pipeline. There are not. Nor will the 
price of gas go down.  All of this Pipeline is not for us, it is so that a few oilmen in 
Alberta, Canada can ship their foul bitumen across everywhere so they can ship it 
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to Asia and make even more profits.  The risks to the environment are ours, the 
profits are theirs. In case something ‘unforeseen’ happens: Paper Towels.  

Mirrors 

Our land is us and we are the land. What happens to us happens to the Land. 
What happens to the land happens to us. We are connected to the land, and we 
just don’t realize it.  

Our economy is being bled dry by banks that violate every law.  Laws are 
rewritten to make them less and less responsible for what they do to us.  They 
recently tried to settle for stealing peoples’ homes through fraudulent foreclosures, 
in the millions of homes, mind you, for as little as $300 to people whose homes 
were wrongfully foreclosed. People who lost everything, being offered a paltry 
$300.  

And our Politicians congratulate themselves on how ‘much’ they got that problem 
taken care of. Fat campaign donations and gifts from the lobbyists to the 
politicians that do their bidding; paper towels to those who have lost everything.  

We could stop all of this. We could hold corporations and banks accountable, but 
we are divided by racism, bigotry, and the hair-on-fire shout downs that if we let 
people get married who are in love with each other, we will somehow, destroy the 
marriages we have? This from politicians who are on their 3rd or 4th marriage?  

We are given so many targets to hate and fear: Other religions, other lifestyles, 
other languages, other, people, other, other, other… like a rope being cut into 
smaller and smaller ‘individual’ pieces… we are told that the individual is all that 
counts, not the well being of all of us as a collective.   

How strong or useful is that rope now that it has been chopped so small? How do 
we pull ourselves up? How do we help each other? How do we get stronger? The 
corporations are getting bigger and stronger. They are swallowing up smaller 
companies, smaller networks, smaller radio stations, smaller banks… they are 
getting really huge, and we are getting smaller and smaller, angrier and angrier at 
‘the other’.  

What is going on with the Child Trafficking and the murders and the blatant bold 
outright embezzlement of funds, in the millions just on that one rez, is enabled by 
each of us that thinks that somehow, “those people” did it to themselves. Or, “they 
let it happen”.  

We don’t see that they didn’t do any of this to themselves. This was done to them 
for generations, by a system where church and state conspired to destroy them as 
a people, as Human Beings.  

A system that wanted all the resources: the Water, the Timber, the Minerals and 
the gas and oil, plus all the best farmlands, for their wealthy powerful friends who 
write fat checks to the politicians they own.  
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This was done to them, and we allowed it because we believed they were ‘other’ 
than us. We wanted to feel somehow safer, smarter, better, so we believed they 
were less, and worth less.  

The Good People of Spirit Lake are the best, the bravest, the most heroic in their 
daily lives trying to protect their children from a government that sells them.  
Trying to survive in a system that is rigged against fairness, styled and supported 
by corruption all the way up to Washington, DC and all points in between where 
fat cats take their cut.  

We allowed this, and they are struggling. They haven’t given up. They haven’t 
died off. They haven’t quit.  

They are the mirror of what will happen to us if we don’t join with them and with 
each other across this land, and care about what happens.  

They have an election coming up. They have ousted Weenie Boy, despite his 
threats and his thug family showing up to intimidate them. 

Weenie Boy and his family are guilty of more murders than we will ever know. 
They are guilty of rape, embezzlement, child rape and worse. Yes, worse.  

They are the foul, toxic outcome of years of our neglect, our trusting that we were 
better, and they were ‘other’.  

Rock & Hard Place:  
When Bad Choices Are All That Is Left 

Now, the petition has gone around and the signatures collected to make the 
ousting or Weenie Boy stick like glue.  

Whom do they get to replace him?  Leander Russell McDonald. He has not, far as 
I know, murdered anyone. But his family helped Weenie Boy’s family both commit 
the murder of Eddie Peltier and cover it up. McDonald’s traded in their 
daughter/sister, Mary McDonald, as a teenager, to purjor herself, in court, and 
point the finger at Richard LaFuente, whom she claimed was her boyfriend, but 
whom she had never met and could not recognize  

To this day, she holds that lie and an innocent man rots in prison for the murders 
committed by the Turdclan.  To this day, her family has prospered as favored 
relatives because her lie is the only thing standing between the lies that keep an 
innocent man in prison, and the Truth that would set him free.  

That Truth would not only free an innocent man, it would remove the most toxic 
family and their cronies, from the rez, and make it possible to have Justice.  Her 
telling the truth would bring down that whole house of cards.  

But she is a broken spirit. She lacks the courage to tell the Truth. 
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The only thing the Turdclan fears is the Truth. The Truth never changes, never 
goes away… and it’s always waiting.  

Until we can work together, stand with those who are fighting the good fight, the 
choices will only be Fire or Frying Pan; Rock or Hard Place, for all of us. 

Their choices are a murderer, or the man whose family thrived from helping 
murderers get away with it.  

But they are trying, none-the-less.  Can we look ourselves in the mirror and do 
anything less than our part? 

*It looks like Weenie Boy was wrong when he assured the media that more 
people wanted him to stay than to go. He came in Third out of a field of three. (I 
could be wrong, I have not gotten the Primary Runoff results yet. I know he came 
in third, but not sure how many were running). 

Unfortunately, the ballots were given to the BIA Superintendent at the rez.  The 
BIA, without whom, none of this would have ever become so corrupt, so foul, so 
toxic.  Yeah, that’s who they have to ‘trust’, with this Rock, Hard Place vote. 

The Outcome Is Obvious 

What are we expecting? Will we be ‘surprised’ when there are more suicides, 
more murders, more addictions, more dead babies?  Will we be appalled when we 
learn the scope and magnitude of how much money, our Tax Dollars, were stolen 
from us by all of them?  Will we demand action and have our politicians return 
less than a penny on the hundred dollars like they did for the homes that were 
stolen by the banksters?  

Will we still be squabbling over who is allowed to get married because somehow 
our marriage is so fragile that if another person gets married, ours is forever 
broken?  

Will we continue to chase down and beat up people who are Muslims because we 
think they are ‘all the same’ as the guys who commit acts of terror?  Notice how 
when it is a white Christian man such as Timothy McVeigh, or Eric Rudolf, we 
don’t assume all Christians are terrorists, do we? Strange how we are that way. 
Ready to divide ourselves rather than to join in strength. Easily conquered, always 
surprised. 

Will we be so distracted by rhetoric that we don’t even look to see if what they are 
saying is true or is actually being done? Will we be too weak to ask for ‘proof’? Or 
will we just settle for a nice Power Point Presentation that is fictional, but oh so 
soothing?  

What are we going to do to help each other become stronger? What are we going 
to do to help the Good People of Spirit Lake overcome the evil and corruption they 
have been battling alone for decades?  
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Will we wait until the human wreckage resulting from people surviving the 
nightmare that is abuse, corruption, murder, rape and racism, show up to share 
the nightmare in our town, our home? Will we be ‘surprised’? “Shocked”?  Or will 
we do something to join with them now, to make a stronger rope that can lift them 
and lift ourselves as well?  

When Do We Remember We Are All Human Beings? 

The elections on the rez are going to be a joke, but they have to play out. Clarisse 
by her move of challenging Weenie Boy and his family, has insured she will be re-
elected.  That’s nice. But she is the one who has been covering for her family, and 
especially her brother, Kevin, who has been stealing millions from the tribe, 
especially from the children, and selling the children. She is responsible for that.  

And she is the best choice they have?  

They will make a choice. If the elections are fair, it will be a bad choice or a worse 
choice, there are no good choices out there.  There are names running for offices 
that I don’t know anything about. I can only hope they are less corrupt. It is too 
much to hope that they are good, decent and strong.  

Watching the choices dwindle between Murderers and their accomplices, or 
someone who traffics in children … is hard to watch.  

But it has to be done. Whomever gets in must be held accountable for every 
dollar, every dead child, every battered wife… and we must help them to do that. 
We must stand by them.  

We must demand of our same elected officials that they root out the corruption, 
not just tie a bow on it and have the Fargo Forum write a piece about how 
everything is improving.  We don’t need worthless Paper Towels.  

We need proof.  

We need the child rapists arrested. We need those who sold and who gave those 
children to pedophiles, arrested.  We need the children to be rescued and in 
therapy so they can recover from our neglect of their community.  

We don’t need these children hauled off to another money making venture group 
home.  We don’t need them sold again.  

We can stand with Spirit Lake by demanding the BIA be held accountable. The 
State and Federal Agencies ALL be held accountable. By that, I mean people who 
failed lose their jobs and don’t get fat golden parachutes on their way out the door. 
Some should go to jail for fraud.  

If we force our elected officials to do their job now, we might, just might find 
ourselves much safer in our own homes, own neighborhoods, on down the line.  

If we don’t, we can all be ‘surprised’ when this blows up in our lives.  
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Nothing will change if we don’t act together to make it change.  We have to 
educate ourselves. We have to ask questions and question answers. We have to 
let go of the self-righteous racism, bigotry and other garbage that blinds us. Or we 
perish. 

My constant prayer is that the Truth Will be heard. That the Truth will lead to 
Justice. That Justice will allow us to heal and reconnect to our spirit, our 
communities, Mother Earth and the Great Mystery. And that our Reconnection will 
bring us PEACE. But it all starts with the Truth being told, being heard, and our 
demand for Justice.  

Nothing creates more anger, resentment and brutality in this world than constant, 
sustained injustice.  We can fix that. But we have to realize one important thing: 
We are all connected. We are stronger than we realize. Injustice to one hurts us 
all. We can do better. We must do better if we ever want to expect our lives, and 
the lives of our children, to be better.  

You know where to find me. 

~Cat 

*PS: Looks like I didn’t get it right on Weenie Boy. I just heard this morning that he 
was not running, that in fact he remains as Chairman until after the Election.  That 
makes no sense.  He was thrown out of office by acclamation and that should 
have been enough.  
 
What I need is the Primary Election Results. Who was running, how many votes 
did they get? Which Districts, etc.  

But since they are in the hands of the BIA, under whose corrupt system all this 
has come to crisis, I have no faith in the accuracy of what they say the votes are. 
But still, send them to me anyway.  

 

 


